CREATING MICHIGAN'S
FIRST DEMENTIA UNIT
We must dedicate funding for a Dementia Unit
within the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services to skillfully and broadly address
the increasing need of dementia care and
support in our state.
A Dementia Unit will create the State’s first
dementia-specific infrastructure, thus laying the
groundwork for tackling a devastating public
health crisis. It will pave a path for the growth
and sustainability of dementia programming as
the disease begins to affect more and more
people each year.

Key Elements of a Michigan
Dementia Unit
State Dementia Services
Coordinator and Staff
State employees who coordinate
dementia-specific programs and
policies. Seek funding for
dementia specific programming
through grants and federal funds.

Michigan's State Dementia Plan
Oversee the implementation and
updating of the State Alzheimer’s
Disease Plan.

State Agency Collaboration
Collaboration with state agencies
is needed to leverage resources
within our government to
meaningfully address dementia.

Public Awareness Campaign
Increase understanding of early
warning signs of Alzheimer’s and
all dementia along with
promoting the value of early
detection and diagnosis.

Alzheimer's disease and all dementia is a growing public health crisis, and state governments
must take bold action. Effectively implementing and updating State Alzheimer’s Plans and
supporting other policies will reduce the long-term impact of the disease on state budgets
and improve the lives of individuals living with dementia and their family caregivers.

Increase in Alzheimer's deaths in Michigan since 2000.

1 in 9

171%

Aged 45 and over in Michigan report experiencing confusion or
memory loss that is happening more often or is getting worse.

Medicaid in Michigan
$1.487 Billion
Costs of caring for people with
Alzheimer's in Michigan (2020)

16.9%

Estimated increase in costs for
Michigan from 2020 to 2025

Sources: 2020 Alzheimer's Association Facts and Figures report,
2018 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

Build Michigan's Dementia Infrastructure —
Fund a Dementia Unit in the FY 2022 budget.

